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Learn more

What: A talk by
four travelers to
Myanmar,
representatives of
the Davis-based
Myanmar Children’s
Foundation;
Myanmar
handcrafts will be
for sale

When: 12:30-1:45
p.m. Sunday,
March 15

Where: Unitarian
Universalist Church
of Davis, 27074
Patwin Road, Davis

Donate: Online at
www.myanmarchildrensfoundation.org

Three Second Touch Soccer directors — from left, Michael Vernau, Jaleel Dmeiri and
Brian Birt — deliver soccer gear for children in Myanmar. Courtesy photo

Davis soccer gear gets second life in
Myanmar

Clothes make the man, so the saying goes.
A local nonprofit organization, Second Touch
Soccer, is making lots of young men — really,
children — happy around the world, most
recently in rural Myanmar, through its
donation of clean, used soccer uniforms and
gear.

Another local nonprofit, the Myanmar
Children’s Foundation, sought out Second
Touch Soccer after reading about them in The
Davis Enterprise. Three directors of Second
Touch Soccer — two at Davis High School and
one at Tulane University — delivered two clean
sets of used soccer uniforms, referee and goalie
uniforms and soccer balls to Susan Steinbach,
president of the foundation, in December.

She packed the gear in a large suitcase to carry
to Myanmar and the uniforms were on their
way to a second life.

Davisites delivering the gear included Leslie Anastassatos, Anna Joy
Thigpen-Hunt and Robert Dowling. They were hosted in Yangon by
Thein Shwe and family, but also traveled to several other sites to oversee
projects and programs.

Anastassatos reports that when the boys at the Nget Pyaw Daw monastic
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school put on the uniforms for the first time, “their chests swelled up
with pride and they put on their game faces.” The two teams promptly
named themselves “Davis” and “California,” as stated on their uniforms.

The foundation volunteers enjoyed an afternoon of watching the teams
compete barefoot on a dry riverbed just yards away from their school.
The monks got involved in coaching from the sidelines. Tun Min Aung,
country director for the Myanmar Children’s Foundation, enjoyed acting
as referee in his own newly acquired outfit.

Not to be left out, the female students at the monastic school each
received a new pair of shoes and an umbrella. MCF has put special focus
on supporting young girls and teens to continue their education; an
example of the construction of a girls’ dormitory at this school, funded by
supporters in Davis in 2014.

Myanmar Children’s Foundation was created in 2007 by Davis High
School graduate Max Harrington, who desired to help rural school
children in the country where he was teaching fourth-graders. Second
Touch Soccer (2TS) is also a 501(c)(3) nonprofit started by two Davis
High School students in 2013, to encourage kids both locally and globally
to play the beautiful game of soccer, using donated soccer uniforms and
gear.

After many years of quiet, under-the-radar outreach to rural families in
Myanmar, MCF has built new partnerships with Hope International,
Civic Society Initiative, Myanmar Storytellers and Benevolent Youth
Organization.

MCF recently funded publication of more than 3,000 copies of children’s
books in ethnic Mon language. The MCF country director is in the field
delivering the books to monastic schools, cultural and community
centers across the Mon State.

Many Mon children have never seen a book written in their native
language, only in Burmese. The goal is to spark a rejuvenation of ethnic
pride and culture and encourage tolerance and respect for diversity in a
country where civil unrest and religious clashes have been the norm.

With Hope International, MCF is also sponsoring the publication of
children’s books in Kachin language, which will be distributed through
the northern gateway cities of Myitkyina and Lashio. Local Hope staff
members Claire Lawless and Glen Morris invited Anastassatos,
Steinbach and Thigpen-Hunt to help train young Kachin instructors who
were learning to apply a child-based approach in the classroom.

Anastassatos also offered three sessions in income-generating skills of
jewelry-making and beading. She led the MCF team in training more
than 150 people in country, donating supplies and materials, and leaving
behind the tools needed to create more. Thigpen-Hunt sought out
promising connections in Yangon-based social enterprises that might
serve as channels for marketing the jewelry, as well as options stateside.

MCF supports rural teacher salaries, health and hygiene checks for
children, access to clean water and improved nutrition, income-
generating projects and English language programs. The popular Stay in
School program has been running since 2008, which pairs an American
donor with a Myanmar child, by providing the child with a school
uniform and supplies, tuition and nutritional supplements.

The four travelers to Myanmar will give a talk about their trip, illustrated
with photos and videos, from 12:30 to 1:45 p.m. Sunday at the Unitarian
Universalist Church of Davis, 27074 Patwin Road in Davis. Admission is
free. Myanmar handicrafts will be for sale. Donations can be made online
at  online can be made at www.myanmarchildrensfoundation.org.

More information can be found on the website or by emailing
myanmarkids@gmail.com. Second Touch Soccer can be reached at

http://www.myanmarchildrensfoundation.org/
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