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Annual Report 

Message from the Board 
2013 and 2014 brought many firsts for MCF – new 

partnerships, new projects, new group travel and new 
construction.  In January 2014, 16 Americans traveled to 

Myanmar under the leadership of Susan Steinbach and Leslie 
Anastassatos to visit school sites and partners that MCF 

supports, including the site for the new girls’ dormitory at Nget 
Pyaw Daw Monastic School (see p. 2).  The trip was called 
“Travel with a Purpose”.  If you are interested in a similar 

future opportunity, please contact us at 
myanmarkids@gmail.com. 

 

We are grateful to our many donors for their continuing 
support and goodwill.  To make a donation, please visit our 

website.  Thank you! 

www.myanmarchildrensfoundation.org 

Board of Directors 
Susan Steinbach, President 

Elaine Barratt, Vice President 

Anna Joy Thigpen Hunt, Recording Secretary 

Carol Corbett, Correspondence Secretary 

Leslie Anastassatos, Treasurer 

Koen Van Rompay 

Jim Grieshop 

Max Harrington, Founder and mentor 

Thein Shwe, Myanmar mentor 

Win Min, Myanmar mentor 

 

 

“Like” us at: 

www.facebook.com/myanmarchildrensfoundation 
 

“A small by mighty non-profit” – Stacie Frerichs 

MCF Board Meeting 
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Completion of Girls’ Dormitory 

1

The genesis of this project came 

from our country director, Mr. 
King, whose relationship with 

head monk U Tay Zaw Bar Tha 
at this site brought about a solid 

connection with donors in the 
USA.  It was determined a 

separate building was needed to 
house the growing number of 

female boarding students at this 
school from multiple ethnic 

groups: Karen, Mon, Shan, Pa 
O, Taung Thu, and Burmese. 

A large fundraiser called “From 
Yolo to Myanmar with Love” 

was held by MCF at the home 
of Stacy and Lucas Frerichs in 

Davis, CA in October 2013.  
This lively event included 

music, Burmese food by Si Thu 
Tun, grilled sausages by the 

Firefighter’s Association 3494, 
and tabling by the Burmese 

Student Association at UCD.  

Nget Pyaw Daw Monastic School (Kyaikhto Township), Mon State 
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The event attracted over 200 

attendees and raised more than 
$12,000 in donations for the 

dormitory. 

Today, over 60 girls are staying 

comfortably in cozy sleeping 
quarters at the dorm, along with 

nearby refurbished latrines and 
showers.   A special thank you 

to the donors, especially the 
citizens of Davis, CA for 

making this a reality and helping 
keep young girls in school! 
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Read more about this at: http://www.davisenterprise.com/local-news/girls-sleep-safely-at-
myanmar-school-thanks-to-generous-davisites/ 

Si Thu Tun and daughters decorate the 
sidewalk for special event at the 

Frerichs’ home in Davis. 
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Specially themed books 
were translated into local 
languages such as Kachin, 
Rakhine, Chin and Karen, 
then distributed widely, 
especially in rural areas 
and conflict zones.   

Oftentimes, the books that 
children were learning from 
did not reflect their native 
language or culture, but 
these stories are more 
relatable to Myanmar 
children because the 
pictures and characters 
reflect the children reading 
them.  

Children begin forming 
ideas about themselves and 
others at a very young age 
so it is important to 
emphasize the beauty of 
diversity. Through story, 
children can understand 
the world around them in a 
different way.  Using stories 
promotes literacy, 
communication and human 
rights awareness while 
providing a fun tale for 
children.  Stories are a safe 
way to discuss complex 
ideas and can lead to a 
beneficial dialogue about 
their own communities. 
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From the Third Story - 
publication of children’s books in 

minority languages 

MCF was happy to partner with Third Story 
to fund publication of children’s books on 

topics of peace, tolerance, diversity and global 
awareness.  These books were distributed 

freely to children in monastic schools, IDP 
camps, youth centers and benevolent 

organizations throughout the country. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/thirdstorychildrenbooks 
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By the numbers – donations and grants received  

Alternative Gifts International 

Benevolent Youth Association, Yangon 

Burmese Khan Academy 

Burmese Student Association, UC Davis 

Civic Society Initiative, British Council, Yangon 

Hope International – Kachin State 

Metta Moe Myanmar 

Myanmar Storytellers – From the Third Story 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Davis 

Our Partners 

$15,000.00 

$12,992.00 

$5,552.00 

$32,369.00 

$1,862.00 

$7,303.00 

MCF INCOME 2012-2014 
total:  $75,078.00 

Alternative Gifts Intl. grant  - 20%  

donations - construction of  girl's 
dormitory at NPD - 17% 

donations - restricted: nutrition, 
medicine, wheelchair - 7% 

donations - unrestricted - 43% 

sale of  promotional items - 3% 

Stay in School donations - 10% 
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Monastic Schools supported by MCF 

By the numbers – program expenses and outreach  

$15,847.00 

$8,413.00 

$4,565.00 $3,442.00 

$17,238.00 

$4,699.00 $3,017.00 

MCF expenses 2012-2014 
total: $57,221.00 

building construction/infrastructure improvements at 
schools - 28% 

Country Director's salary and housing - 15% 

Myanmar and USA admin costs - 8% 

nutritional supplements, food for children - 6% 

program expenses in Myanmar - 30% 

rural monastic school teacher salaries - 8% 

transportation costs; site visits and delivery of  
construction materials, medicines, school uniforms, 
books, supplies, food - 5% 

Schools that MCF supports: 

Nget Pyaw Daw Monastic School 

Tan Toung Monastic School 

Shan Chang Monastic School 

Tawya Monastic School 

Thone Htat Kyaung Monastic 



 

 

[Street Address] 
[City], [State][Postal Code] 

      

 

Girl Rising film screening  
Davis girls take lead in helping 

girls around the world  
 

As their mothers looked on, made suggestions and 
applauded their forward thinking and 
industriousness, a handful of teenage girls from the 
UU Church of Davis planned a large film night in 
Oct. 2013 with proceeds benefiting the Myanmar 
Children’s Foundation. The funds raised were 
earmarked for construction of a girl’s dormitory at 
a monastic school in the Mon State. 
 
Girl Rising tells the stories of nine girls from nine 
countries around the world, the strength of the 

human spirit and the power of an education — 
something for too long denied many girls and 
young women in Myanmar and other countries.  
 
 
 
  

lorem ipsum dolor 

For more info, see:  http://www.davisenterprise.com/features/next-generation/davis-
girls-take-lead-in-helping-girls-around-the-world/ 

www.girlrising.com 

Kyra Labbe Renault, Jaymelyn Hubert, 
Grace Range and Sara Valdez organized 
a screening of the film Girl Rising.   

MCF Board members and Swe 

Swe Win sign up Stay in School 

sponsors at Girl Rising event. 


